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MURRAYFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Ordinary Meeting of the Council 
held on Tuesday, 28 June 2022 at 7.30 pm 

in Murrayfield Parish Church Centre 
Chair: J Yellowlees 

Present: A Anderson, J Forbes, P Gregson, B Knowles, J McDonaugh, 
E Robertson,  H Whaley, J Yellowlees, 

Ex officio: Cllr E Davidson, 
In attendance: R Ahluwahlia-McMeddes, S Ritchie, 12 members of the public, 
Apologies: R Beavis, R Brown, D Dawson, N Macdonald, S Macpherson, 

M Stevens, Cllr A Beal, Cllr F Ross, Cllr M Graham, Cllr 
F MacFarlane, Cllr C Miller, Cllr J Mowat, J Balfour MSP, S Boyack 
MSP, M Briggs MSP, F Choudhury MSP, A Johnstone MSP, 
A Robertson MSP, L Slater MSP, S Webber MSP, C Jardine MP. 

1. Welcome and apologies 
Apologies were received as above. The Chairperson welcomed those in 
attendance, noting that this was the first face-to-face meeting since before the 
start of lockdown in March 2020. 

2. Edinburgh International Festival 
Caroline Donald, Head of Learning & Engagement at the Edinburgh 
International Festival explained that the MACRO free music and dance event 
to launch this year’s 75th Anniversary Festival would be held at BT Murrayfield 
Stadium from 9.30 pm on Friday 5 August featuring acrobats and traditional 
musicians from Scotland and South Australia. A proportion of the 15,000 
tickets was being held back for local community groups, and anyone having 
difficulty obtaining them should contact engage@eif.co.uk. Several other free 
events would be taking place, including the Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra at 
The Playhouse, however this year for logistical reasons there would be no 
fireworks concert. 

3. Outcome of survey on future format for MCC meetings                        
J McDonaugh had received 37 completed responses out of 91 issued. 

 A significant majority of individuals wish to see some meetings hosted 
online (Zoom) and some meetings in person. 

 18 respondents indicated they would prefer every 2nd meeting to be 
in-person. 

 19 respondents indicated they would prefer every 3rd meeting to be 
held in-person. 

 32 responses indicated that, if the technology was available, they would 
like to see in-person meetings live streamed. i.e. using Facebook or a 
similar platform. 

In discussion there was recognition that while hybrid working would in theory 
be ideal it might be difficult to manage the balance of questions between those 
in actual and virtual attendance. The chat room allowed some people to 
compose questions in writing, while others might prefer to raise a virtual 
hand. The acoustics of online meetings might be better than those in person, 
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but it could be more difficult to attract the Chair’s eye. 
The meetings on 30 August and 4 October would be in person, the latter 
including the AGM which might allow an opportunity to consider whether to 
revert to virtual for the winter, with perhaps an in-person one in December.   

4. Minutes of 10 May meeting and Matters Arising 
 Defibrillator: Westerlea resident D Page reported that they had acquired a 

defibrillator to save the lives of people struck by cardiac arrest. Located 
indoors, it would be available to Westerlea residents, supplementing 
public provision elsewhere, e.g. at Murrayfield Church, Tesco Roseburn 
and Edinburgh Trams. A two-hour training session had been arranged with 
the Scottish Ambulance Service for 10.30 on Wednesday 6 July in 
Murrayfield Church Centre which MCC members would be welcome to 
attend. 

 Edinburgh Association of Community Councils: The secretary’s sudden 
resignation had confirmed the Chair’s view that MCC was as well not to get 
closely involved. 

 Outcome of the Eagles concert on 22 June: A happy occasion enjoyed by 
almost everyone, the only contradictory note being that George Douglas 
had reported a policeman aggressively refusing his neighbour permission 
to approach her own home. The Chair agreed to express gratitude to G 
Law for the impressive handling and security of 40,000 people at the event. 

 Saughtonhall tree-watering: A meeting held in late May between D 
Dawson, H Brown (Water of Leith Conservation Trust) and B Knowles 
found all were enthusiastic about trees being planted at Riversdale, and 
WoLCT indicated that they could help with the planting.  25 trees could be 
planted, preferably riverside ones, and the existing alders would be 
retained, maintained and managed. It was agreed that D Dawson would 
create a flyer for distribution around the neighbourhood inviting 
households to 'Adopt a Tree' and water it regularly in spells of dry weather 
as was already promoted by tags on trees planted along Ravelston Dykes. 

 Condition of Balgreen tunnel: Campaign leader Elma McLean reported that 
although litter, damp and graffiti were continuing issues, all the lights are 
now working, and through a local survey – see 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflSIg88Ts3qUNibK28b8D4I3-
diZs6LTPRZrECpzuPG6pjwA/viewform?usp=sf_link 

– much support had been expressed for an artwork project that might 
improve its appearance as had happened at Colinton Tunnel. The campaign 
now had its own website bigweebalgreentunnelproject.co.uk. P Gregson 
drew attention to community funds held by the Western Edinburgh 
Neighbourhood Network, and commended Zap as the provider of the 
wartime mural in Roseburn Park. 

 CityFibre streetworks: J Forbes regretted that this project was acquiring a 
reputation for placing signs where they blocked pavements. Noting that 
CityFibre had failed to respond to a request for advice on their programme 
in time for this meeting, the Chair invited Cllr Davidson to seek the 
attendance of P Wakefield at the 30 August meeting. 

Approval of the minutes was moved by the Chair, seconded by J McDonaugh. 

about:blank
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5. Councillors’ reports 
 Bin-hubs: Cllr Davidson said that his priorities had included monitoring 

CCWEL and following up concerns about road safety at Ellersly/Kinellan 
Roads (see below). He agreed to double-check for P Gregson when 
dates would be set for meetings of the Council’s Policy Committee. 
Consultation would close on 10 July on proposed city-wide creation of 55 
bin-hubs, each containing 2 x 1280 or 1100 litre non-recyclable bins, 2 x 
1280 or 1100 litre mixed recycling bins, 1 x 500 or 660 litre glass bin and 
1 x 240 litre food waste bin, so as to ensure that everyone could recycle as 
much as possible, reducing need for the non-recyclable waste bin. The bins 
would be arranged so they are surrounded by a bin housing and railings to 
keep them in the right place.  The bins for non-recyclable waste and mixed 
recycling would be emptied up to every two days, an increase on the 
current service, allowing reduction in the number of on-street bins without 
causing them to overflow, and also reducing the impact on parking spaces. 

 A proposed bin-hub by the Old Colt Bridge would replace the existing 
unsightly bins at the foot of Roseburn Cliff. However H Raeburn spoke to 
objections from the three occupiers of Pape’s Cottages which included that 
as well as obstructing the footway there and damaging the roadway the 
bin-hub would result in excessive noise from the new glass recycling bin 
and could encourage a recurrence of break-ins. Another bin-hub had been 
proposed as part of Rejuvenating Roseburn (see below) on the other side 
of the bridge at Murrayfield Place, and while R McMeddes explained 
concern that it might be too far from the shops on Roseburn Terrace, the 
Council was urged to give it a try before making any commitment to the 
current proposal. There was a fear that it might slip through in 
“consultation by stealth”, and Cllr Davidson agreed to flag up these 
concerns to Director of Place P Lawrence.  

 Low Emission Zone: The city centre LEZ was approved by Scottish 
Ministers on 19 May 2022 and was introduced on 31 May. Enforcement 
will start on 1 June 2024, following a two-year grace period for all 

 Travelling Safely Consultation: This was about whether the Spaces for 
People post-lockdown measures should be retained or modified. In our 
area they amounted to just one planter controlling access to St George’s. 

6. CCWEL update 
R McMeddes reported that with the focus now shifting from the south side of 
Roseburn Terrace to Roseburn Gardens (which would reopen shortly in one 
direction), Russell Road and Wester Coates, the works on the North side of the 
Terrace would commence at the start of September with an eye to completion 
by 5 December. The ban on the right turn into Russell Road would remain 
meantime owing to restricted road-width, but would be lifted on completion 
of CCWEL works. Despite much objection by concerned local residents, the 
future functioning of the double junction (favouring traffic on Russell Road 
over Roseburn Street) was set in stone, having been decided following traffic 
modelling. S Ritchie said that all of the contractor’s timescales contained 
buffers to accommodate uncertainties, but given the commitment to 
completing by 5 December no consideration would be given to an earlier break 
for pre-Christmas shopping – and in any case parking and loading would be 
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easier in the autumn with the short-stay spaces now available at The Maltings. 
G Rendall was unconvinced, and warned of potentially dire consequences from 
not giving traders an autumn break. 
Lothian Buses were sympathetic to temporary reinstatement of the eastbound 
bus stop during the summer, but proximity to the traffic lights might make this 
impracticable. R McMeddes could not at this stage commit to the Old Colt 
Bridge being available for a Christmas tree. Rejuvenating Roseburn would see: 

 setted surface of the Old Coltbridge returned; 
 installation of artistic paving slabs featuring horse-shoes on either side 

of the bridge; 
 installation of Hopscotch paving to the east of the junction between 

Murrayfield Avenue and Murrayfield Place; 
 additional tree planting on Murrayfield Avenue; 
 heritage lighting to an authentic period (1905) design; 
 a bin store on Murrayfield Avenue, relocating the bins from the North 

side of the Old Colt Bridge. This relocation has long been agreed with 
Waste and Cleansing colleagues and this agreement remains in place. 

Unfortunately, some of the greenery had had to be de-scoped from the plans 
due to clashes with underground utilities, though the Council would seek to 
install raised planters on the north side of Corstorphine Road east of its 
junction with Murrayfield Avenue, and at either side of the bridge. It was noted 
that the existing planters were now being maintained by J Geddes. 

7. Traffic and Transport                                                              
 Ellersly/Kinellan road safety: Cllrs Beal and Davidson had met with the 

Road Safety Team, who had confirmed that these had been identified as 
roads for additional speed reduction measures, with design work due to 
start later this year as part of the next such batch. MCC were suggesting 
that there should be low-cost temporary measures on a trial basis such as 
narrowing of Kinellan Road at the south end and halfway up, so as to 
evaluate possible longer term solutions. When the Ellersly pavement 
widening project was funded, it should build in junction design elements 
at Kinellan Road such as a raised table and narrowed entry as per the cost 
estimate previously received. 

 TTRO notice Western Terrace:  local resident A Barbour had assumed that 
the ducting was being laid for electricity cables, possibly for the 
subsequent installation of Electric Vehicle charging points. Cllr Davidson 
would keep on the case so as to ensure that he remained informed.                                        

8. Planning and Licensing updates 
J Forbes reported: 
 9 and 11 Corstorphine Road: The twin applications for partial demolition 

of the 1.5-storey Victorian cottages at 9 and 11 Corstorphine Road and 
reconstruction as a 2.5-storey house in contemporary style have been 
granted. MCC's concerns about heritage loss went unheeded (not even 
commented upon) by the Planning Officer in his delegated decision. As the 
cottages were found in an Archaeology Report to be "of local 
archaeological and historic significance" and "within an area of 
archaeological potential" a substantial programme of archaeological 
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excavation is required as a condition of grant. 
The occupants of the cottages expressed concern that MCC had evidently 
reached a view on this purely domestic development without consulting 
members of the local community. J Forbes responded that we did not 
normally get involved in domestic proposals, however here they involved 
loss of a significant part of our built heritage. Planning applications were 
often published between meetings, with tight deadlines falling before the 
next one: he had therefore circulated a draft response to fellow MCC 
members for their comments before submission to Planning. As small 
voluntary organisations, Community Councils were not resourced to go 
round knocking on people’s doors, but did their best to represent local 
opinion within the resources available to them. 

 37 Corstorphine Road: With regard to the proposed demolition of the 
existing house and development of the site as a 20-apartment block, the 
Scottish Ministers have issued a Notice of Intention stating that they ”are 
minded to grant planning permission subject to an archaeology condition 
and conclusion of a planning obligation with regard to education and 
affordable housing provision.” This will lead to formal grant by the 
Planning Officer. 
Despite a recommendation by SEPA (supported by MCC and others) that a 
decision should be deferred pending publication of a long-delayed flood 
risk assessment by Arup, the Ministers decided on the “balance of 
evidence” that the development could go ahead without the benefit of 
Arup’s report. 
MCC argued (amongst other concerns) that the greenspace provision was 
inadequate for such a large development on a small site, but this view did 
not prevail. The progressive urbanisation of west Murrayfield appears 
unstoppable. 

 9 Kinellan Road: Status remains unchanged for the proposed 14-home 
development on an ecologically sensitive site in the West Murrayfield 
Conservation Area. More than 8 months after submission, the application 
is still “awaiting assessment”. The deficiencies noted by MCC have not yet 
been corrected. We continue to hope that planning permission will be 
refused for such an inappropriate and damaging development, but recent 
decisions do not augur well. 

 Trees: An application by Murrayfield Golf Club to fell a large oak tree 
covered by a TPO was refused. The tree had suffered lightning damage and 
showed some trunk decay, but the Planning Officer found no evidence that 
the tree was seriously compromised or dangerous and noted its strong 
visual impact and amenity value. 
TCO (Trees in Conservation Area) protection has proved inadequate in 
recent years, but a TPO (Tree Preservation Order) appears to confer some 
real protection. 

 Security fence at Chinese Consulate: On 1 September 2020, MCC discussed 
an application for a palisade-style security fence at the Chinese Consulate, 
49 Corstorphine Road. The drawings suggested a most unsightly fence. 
Upon expressing our concerns to the Planning Officer, we learned the 
application had already been granted. The fence has recently been erected, 
and is much less obtrusive than the drawings suggested. 
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 Off-sales licence application, 140 Balgreen Road: The Licensing Board 
received an unusual application from a “business selling interesting and 
exotic meads and wines” for off-sales to be offered from a storage unit at 
the former Jenner's Depository. MCC has not commented. 

9. Police report 
As part of the Community Alcohol Partnership, Police Scotland were launching 
across the city the It’ll Cost You campaign targeting proxy sales of alcohol by 
adults to persons under 18. There had been reports of mopeds and scooters 
using the Roseburn railway path, and patrols were being undertaken to deter 
such behaviour. 

10. Friends of Roseburn Park update 
 Work is progressing on the refurbishment for the cafe and Friends have 

been assured that the project is on target for completion by mid-
September. 

 Replacement trees for those cut down recently has been agreed plus more 
besides. It is proposed that between 20 and 25 new trees will be planted in 
the forthcoming tree planting season. Tree species are yet to be 
determined. A further 20 to 25 hedging plants will be planted at around 
the same time to fill in the gaps in the hedge around the new play area, all 
to come from the Million Tree City Project. 

 A community celebration of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee was held in the 
Park on 3 June. A feedback report is expected to be presented at the next 
Friends Committee meeting. A photographic record of the Park Party is 
now available at 

www.friendsofroseburnpark.org.uk/2022/05/16/platinum-jubilee-
celebrations-in-roseburn. 

Around £2,000 worth of prizes donated by the Caledonian Masonic lodge 
No 392, local traders and the SRU were given out to competition and raffle 
winners. A plaque for Val's memorial rose was unveiled by her son Richard. 

 Two interpretation boards about Goosanders and Herons have been 
erected on the railings overlooking the Water of Leith. 

 An Adopt a Tree Scheme may be started in the Park to encourage children 
and households to adopt a tree and water it. The Scheme would start 
around the New Play Area and expand to include other trees. 

11. Treasurer’s Report 
During the period MCC received grant monies of £500 from CEC to support 
locally run Platinum Jubilee Events. We will disburse these monies to FoRP 
once we have received their event report. We had no expenditure in May and 
closed the month with a balance of £2,131.73. The next micro-project is a 
plaque to commemorate the Coltbridge horse-tram terminus.                                                         

12. Social Engagement 
D Dawson had prepared an Excel sheet of local organisations, groups, and was 
seeking additions on which P Gregson had responded. 

13. Any Other Competent Business 
A member of the public considered that the usefulness of tonight’s meeting 

http://www.friendsofroseburnpark.org.uk/2022/05/16/platinum-jubilee-celebrations-in-roseburn
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had demonstrated the merit of returning to face-to-face meetings. 

14. Dates of future meetings: 30 August in person, 4 October in person with AGM, 
8 November, 13 December. 


