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MURRAYFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 
held on Tuesday, 24 January 2023 at 7.30pm 

by Zoom 
Chair: J Yellowlees 

Present: A Anderson, R Brown, D Dawson, J Forbes, P Gregson,  
                              J McDonaugh, D MacLennan, S Macpherson, E Robertson,  
                              M Stevens, H Whaley, J Yellowlees, 
Ex officio:  
In attendance: G McOmish and S Knox, City of Edinburgh Council Flood 

Prevention Team, Sian McSorley, Corstorphine Community 
Centre, Virginia Munoz Rucian, Anturas Consulting Ltd, Scott 
Ritchie, Balfour Beatty, 14 members of the public,  

Apologies:          B Knowles, N Macdonald, Rurigdh McMeddes, City of Edinburgh 
Council, Cllr Alan Beal, Cllr Euan Davidson, Cllr Margaret Graham, 
Cllr Finlay McFarlane, Cllr Claire Miller, Cllr Jo Mowat, Jeremy 
Balfour, MSP, Sarah Boyack, MSP, Miles Briggs, MSP, Foysol 
Choudhury, MSP, Alison Johnstone, MSP, Angus Robertson, MSP, 
Lorna Slater, MSP, Sue Webber, MSP, Christine Jardine, MP.  

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 
Apologies were received as above. The Chair welcomed those in attendance 
and mentioned that Cllrs Beal and Davidson were attending meeting of their 
party group and hoped to arrive later. (They were not in fact able to attend.)  
 

2. Resignation of Cllr Frank Ross 
The Chair referred to the resignation of Cllr Frank Ross following the SNP 
group’s decision to abstain from voting on the petition by the Roseburn traders 
for financial compensation for losses related to the CCWEL works, the 
abstention resulting in the failure of the petition. The Chair reminded the 
meeting that Cllr Ross had served as Councillor for the 
Corstorphine/Murrayfield ward for more than ten years, during five of which 
he had been Lord Provost, and had achieved much for Murrayfield Community 
Council (“MCC”). The by-election is to be held on 9 March. The Chair 
anticipated that hustings would be held before then. 
 

3. Flood prevention events of 30 December 2022 
Although the Council’s Flood Prevention Team Leader, Gordon McOmish, had 
joined the Zoom meeting, technical issues prevented him from speaking about 
the measures which his team had put in place on 30 December 2022 following 
exceptional rainfall and a flood alert from SEPA. The Chair read out the 
statement which G McOmish had provided by email before the meeting and 
which had been uploaded to MCC’s website.  
G McOmish’s colleague, Stephen Knox, pointed out that the Flood Prevention 
Scheme had done its job on 30 December and no homes had been flooded 
despite the second highest recorded flows in the Water of Leith since SEPA’s 
digital records began in 1993. He explained that there are two members of 
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the Flood Team on standby at all times and there were four over the Christmas 
and New Year period. The floodgates are inspected regularly, the last 
inspection having been on 19 December. On 29 December the Team received 
a flood alert from SEPA. That is the lowest of three SEPA communications – 
alert, warning and severe warning. 
Everyone on the Team was alerted and from then on received regular text 
updates. Between 7am and 8am on 30 December they received alarms from 
their monitoring systems around the city, information from other sources 
and detailed weather forecasts. They were in regular contact with SEPA 
throughout the flood event. S Knox explained that there is a detailed 
procedure in place for different triggers and the decision to close floodgates 
depends on a number of factors including the rate of flow of the river 
(measured in cumecs, cubic metres per second). At its peak the flow 
measured 72 cumecs. S Knox advised that the flooding of Roseburn Park is 
part of the Scheme and widens the watercourse. The reservoirs are also part 
of the Scheme and are used to hold back as much water as possible. They had 
been fairly low before the flood event and had spare capacity. 
S Knox made the point that the rugby match which took place at BT 
Murrayfield on 30 December had no bearing on the decisions which were 
taken by the Team. 
He informed the meeting that the Council’s website would be updated with 
more information on flood protection procedures to promote a better 
understanding and provide reassurance to the public. The Chair asked S 
Knox to inform MCC when the website has been updated 
The Chair added that the discovery of a body in the Water of Leith, although 
not linked to the flood event, had added to the alarm surrounding it. He pointed 
out that such events have an impact on insurance premiums and house values. 
D Dawson made three points:- 
1. The failure to close the floodgate at Baird Grove Drive had caused extreme 

stress to a number of his elderly neighbours in Baird Grove. He asked for it 
to be closed whenever the trigger was reached. 

2. The river starts to flood before the railway bridge. Could the Pansy Walk 
floodgate be reinstated? 

3. A key question on a house insurance proposal form asks the distance of the 
property from water. Is the Baird Grove/Drive area now designated by 
SEPA as a flood plain? 

S Knox replied as follows:- 
1. The trigger flows and sequence for closing the floodgates are clearly set 

out. Closing the gates too early gives rise to complaints. 
2. The large flood prevention schemes are funded by the Scottish Government 

which operates a priority system. Given that the Water of Leith already has 
a scheme, no more funding would be available for additional floodgates. 

In reply to a question from E Robertson he confirmed that the Flood 
Prevention Scheme is designed to deal with a 1 in 200 years flood event and 
includes a climate change allowance. 
A resident of Riversdale Road agreed that a better understanding of the Team’s 
procedures should provide the necessary reassurance. He expressed the view 
that staffing levels should be increased to enable all the floodgates to be closed 
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at the same time, rather than in sequence. S Knox did not agree that this was 
necessary.  
The Chair thanked S Knox for his unscheduled and very useful contribution. 
D Dawson will have further communication with G McOmish on these issues. 
 
After the meeting G McOmish emailed detailed responses to the points which 
had been raised and a list of bullet points which he had prepared before the 
meeting. These are attached as Schedule 1. 
 

4. Corstorphine Community Centre 
Sian McSorley, the Manager of Corstorphine Community Centre, explained that 
the Centre has the use of all three floors of the building at 5 Kirk Loan, but 
currently occupies only the ground floor because of accessibility issues. The 
building is in the process of a community asset transfer from the Council. It is 
the intention to install a lift once the building has been purchased. The Centre 
will also seek anchor tenants. 
S McSorley confirmed that the Centre covers the area from the Gyle to 
Roseburn and includes Murrayfield. The Centre’s current programme had 
been circulated by email before the meeting. 
The Centre is open Monday to Friday from 9 am to 4 pm. It is run by a small 
team of paid workers - herself on a part time basis, one full time assistant and  
one part time janitor - plus 54 volunteers. There are rooms available for hire 
at competitive rates. She estimated that the Centre is used by about 185 people 
per week. It receives no Council funding but operates a small charity shop.  
The Centre runs a monthly tea dance, co-operates with the community on the 
Winter Warmer programme, partners with Tummies not Trash to distribute 
surplus perishable food, runs a Men’s Shed and groups for babies, toddlers, 
teenagers, over 50s, retired people and those with health issues. The Centre is 
part of the Voluntary Sector Forum and is involved with the Neighbourhood 
Network. Cllrs Beal and Davidson sit on the Board. The Centre’s activities are 
usually advertised on the back page of the Corstorphine Grapevine and 
sometimes in the Murrayfield Grapevine. 
In answer to a question from M Stevens S McSorley confirmed that residents 
of the Donaldson area would be welcome at the Centre provided there is 
sufficient capacity. She advised that transport cannot be provided. 
S McSorley said that the Centre hopes to raise money to fund a Youth Worker. 
The Chair asked her to keep MCC informed about the acquisition of the 
building.  
The Centre will be hosting hustings for the Council by-election candidates on 
Monday, 20 February at 7.30pm. 
 

5. CCWEL update 
In the absence of the project manager, R McMeddes, owing to illness, V Munoz 
Rucian of Anturas Consulting Ltd, reported as follows:- 
1. Work is continuing on Murrayfield Avenue and Murrayfield Place. Good 

progress is being made with the slabbing and Murrayfield Place should re-
open on 3 February. Resurfacing is being undertaken on West Coates and 
Roseburn Terrace. 
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2. The resurfacing of the A8 from Murrayfield Avenue to Magdala Crescent is 
being done in three phases:– 
Phase 1 – Removing the existing surface and reinforcing the base layer. 
Installing enhanced surfacing at the new bus stops and islands is taking 
longer than expected. 
Phase 2 – Work on the top layer of the new surface will start a week later 
than originally planned on Sunday, 5 February. The work is planned to be 
complete over four nights with the whole of that stretch of the A8 being 
closed for three consecutive nights from Monday, 6 February and the 
resurfacing will be completed that week. 
Phase 3 – The new lines will be painted during the week commencing 13 
February. 

The Chair referred to the complaints which had been raised by R Brown on 
behalf of the Wester Coates residents and M Stevens on behalf of the 
Donaldson area residents about the noise and air pollution which the Phase 1 
off peak road works had been causing and the fact that very few of the 
residents had been notified in advance that these works would be taking place. 
M Stevens reported that very few of the affected Donaldson area residents had 
been aware of the start of the Phase 1 works and the effect the works would 
have on access to and from their homes. He also referred to a tweet that day 
from Edinburgh Travel which said that the Phase 2 works would be starting on 
Saturday, 28 January with temporary traffic lights on that day and full road 
closure between Magdala Crescent and Balbirnie Place on 29 and 30 and, if 
required, 31 January. 
S Ritchie said that Balfour Beatty staff had knocked on residents’ doors that 
would be directly affected, e.g. excavation in front of driveways, the day before 
the Phase 1 off peak work began in specific areas. M Stevens said that in his 
opinion this attempt at giving notice had proved inadequate and suggested a 
written notification was the correct way to communicate such a major issue, 
suggesting this should be undertaken for the next phase. S Ritchie confirmed 
that residents would be notified of the update to the works and the programme 
for the next phase by letter drop. He also advised that all side streets from the 
A8 would be closed during the full closure. S Ritchie said that the tweet 
referred to above had been premature and was being retracted. The Phase 2 
work would begin on Sunday, 5 February. 
M Stevens suggested that the work could be carried out in phases to allow 
some limited access for residents, but S Ritchie said that this could not be 
accommodated.  He explained that the resurfacing work cannot be carried out 
without a certain amount of disruption. The machine which is used for the 
surface course occupies more than one lane. Closing the road completely 
enables the resurfacing to be completed more quickly and the plan was to 
complete the works from Sunday, 6 February 2023 for four nights. On the first 
night traffic lights would be used but on the second, third and fourth nights the 
A8 would be closed completely. He hoped that the work would be completed 
sooner. Emergency vehicles will be able to gain access as necessary.  
D MacLennan raised four issues:- 
1. Will the road closure affect the Wester Coates enclave? 

S Ritchie confirmed that access via Wester Coates Road and Terrace will be 
closed on three consecutive nights. 
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2. A letter drop to addresses within 150 metres of the A8 will not cover all of 
the affected properties in Wester Coates or the Donaldson area. 

3. When will the damage to the foot of Wester Coates Terrace be remedied? 
S Ritchie replied that once Phase 2 has been completed, this damage will be 
made good and the underlying cause investigated. V Munoz Rucian 
confirmed that the designers had been consulted and the manufacturers of 
the paving materials had visited the site. S Ritchie’s team are to carry out a 
site investigation and will also look at the corresponding area at the foot of 
Wester Coates Road. 

4. When will a road safety audit be carried out? 
V Munoz Rucian confirmed that a road safety audit of the whole CCWEL 
scheme will be carried out once it has been completed in 2023. 

A member of the public, who looks after the planters on the Old Colt Bridge, 
asked (1) whether Balfour Beatty could help to dispose of the ivy which is 
covering the main walls of the bridge, if volunteers cut it down. R McMeddes 
had indicated that this might be possible; and (2) whether a water tap could 
be provided near the bridge. S Ritchie undertook to speak to R McMeddes. 
H Whaley complained that the surface of the new cycle lane along West Coates 
is bumpy and has small puddles which freeze in cold weather. A smooth 
surface from which water runs off would be preferable. 
V Munoz Rucian said that she was aware of this complaint and of a dip near 
Wester Coates Road which causes ponding. Both issues are being investigated. 
In response to a request from the Chair V Munoz Rucian undertook to ask R 
McMeddes about the relocation of the air monitoring equipment which 
used to be near the Old Colt Bridge. R McMeddes had said at the last MCC 
meeting that he was not aware it had been moved. 
 

6. Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held on 13 December 2022 and Matters Arising 
The Chair addressed the following items:- 
6.1 He did not know whether anyone had been able to respond to the last 
minute request for help from Tommy McLean of Corstorphine Community 
Services Partnership. 
6.2 Council Consultation Hub – Edinburgh Community Climate Fund is open 
for applications. 
6.3 City Fibre – He assumed residents of Ormidale Terrace and Wester Coates 
were now happy that the promised inspection had taken place. 
6.4 The Christmas events on the Old Colt Bridge had been a great success and 
£260 had been raised for the Warm Spaces initiative at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd. Plans were being made for a similar programme of events this year. 
6.5 Six Nations matches in February and March – He undertook to write to 
Graham Law about access for emergency vehicles.  
The resident of Riversdale Road who had spoken earlier said that Graham 
Law was not the correct contact for this issue. He undertook to pursue it and 
keep MCC informed. In his view traffic management for the major matches is 
not an issue, but it is for minor matches. 
6.6 Relocation of speed camera on Corstorphine Road - A reply had been 
received from the Safety Camera Unit East explaining that the placement of a 
camera is dependent on a location meeting certain criteria for enforcement 
and the fact that there is not a camera at the proposed new location suggests 
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it does not meet these criteria. J McDonaugh undertook to inform the 
neighbour who had requested the change. 
6.7 MCC noticeboard at Balgreen – D Dawson reported that the Manager of the 
Scotmid shop at Balgreen had responded positively to his request for a 
noticeboard there and was awaiting approval from senior management.  This 
would be a better location for a noticeboard than the end of the Balgreen 
Tunnel. 
The Minutes were approved. Prop: J Yellowlees, Sec: M Stevens. 
 

7. Friends of Roseburn Park update 
7.1 J McDonaugh reported that the remaining building work on the cafe 
(exterior render and asphalt floor) should be completed in the next two weeks.  
7.2 The Chair reported that Cllr Davidson is not optimistic about making 
progress on the cycling safety issue. 
 

8. Councillors’ Reports 
In the absence of any Councillors the Chair addressed the following issues:- 
8.1 A resident of Coltbridge Avenue had complained about the installation of a 
bin hub outside her house apparently without any consultation or warning. 
She had received a detailed response by email from Andres Lices at the Council. 
8.2 5G mast at 11 Succoth Gardens – Planners have rejected an application for 
such a mast in a conservation area in Portobello. 
8.3 Ellersly and Kinellan road safety measures – These should be on the agenda 
for the meeting of the West Edinburgh Neighbourhood Network on 25 January. 
8.4 Roseburn Primary School landscape project – The Chair would write to S 
Ritchie to ask whether Balfour Beatty could provide a project manager 
on a part time basis. 
8.5 Blocked culverts - Cllr Beal has advised that all should be reported 
to https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/gully where the exact culvert can 
be specified. 
E Robertson asked whether the Council has a plan and the finances to 
deal with the numerous potholes. The Chair replied that Cllr Scott 
Arthur was to address the meeting of the Edinburgh Association of 
Community Councils on 26 January. 

9. Traffic and Transport 
Scottish Government funding to promote bus prioritisation – The Chair 
reported that he had not received the link to the meeting of the Transport and 
Environment Committee at which this was to be presented. 
 

10. Planning and Licensing 
Before the meeting J Forbes had circulated a draft document setting out MCC’s 
formal procedure for dealing with planning applications. He had received no 
adverse comments. A quorum being present the procedure was approved and 
adopted. R Brown undertook to upload the document to MCC’s website. A 
copy of the document is attached as Schedule 2. 
H Whaley reminded the meeting that any new Community Councillors should 
be informed of MCC’s policies. 
J Forbes reported as follows:- 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/gully
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9 KINELLAN ROAD: In media reports on the recent refusal of planning 
permission for a 14-home development at this address, the applicant's agent 
was said (variously) to be considering appeal or submitting a new 
application. MCC will maintain a watch. 
As usual, the media focussed on personalities related to the applicant as 
opposed to planning issues. 
37 CORSTORPHINE ROAD: Status on planning portal still "unknown" and has 
been for many months. J Forbes undertook to write to the City Councillors to 
ask them to request a clear explanation of the position from the Planning 
Department. 
TELECOM INSTALLATION BY 11 SUCCOTH GARDENS: Status of this 
application, which attracted 23 objections including one by MCC, is still 
"awaiting assessment". A similar application in a Conservation Area in 
Portobello was recently refused. 
SIGNAGE AT TESCO EXTRA: Following advertising consent for new signage 
and fascia at the Tesco Express in Roseburn, the necessary LBC (Listed 
Building Consent) application was filed. MCC submitted an objection to LBC 
on the basis of insufficient documentation. The application, which attracted 4 
objections including MCC's, is "awaiting assessment". 
"ECO HOUSE", SAUGHTONHALL AVENUE: MCC opted not to object to this 
proposed development close to the Water of Leith flood defence wall.                 
J Forbes pointed out that it is no closer than the proposed building at 37 
Corstorphine Road where such proximity was not deemed a problem.  
The applicant was present at the meeting and explained that he is a long term 
resident of Saughtonhall and former President of the Saughtonhall Residents 
Association. He is not a property developer but wants to build his dream 
home as an exemplar of what a twenty first century passive house can be. The 
proposed development will involve the demolition of three garages which he 
owns and the net loss of green space will be minimal.   
13 RAVELSTON PARK – J Forbes undertook to find out the current status 
of the application for a sizeable extension to which many neighbours had 
objected. 
 

11. Police Report 
The Chair summarised the Police report received by email prior to the meeting 
as follows:- 
11.1 There had been two house breakings in Corstorphine Road on 9 January. 
11.2 There had been a number of thefts of catalytic converters in and around 
Edinburgh. The Police have produced an advice leaflet. 
11.3 The Police are continuing to monitor and enforce the ban on turning left 
out of Roseburn Gardens. The situation seems to have improved since the 
change of priority at the Roseburn Street/Russell Road junction. 
J McDonaugh disputed this assertion, reporting that in the space of 20 minutes 
he had witnessed three breaches of the ban. 
 

12. Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer reported that MCC had incurred no expenditure in December, 
as the only cheque issued that month had not been cashed. The closing balance 
was £2,072.43. He anticipated expenditure of £204.50 in January. 
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13. Social Engagement 
13.1 The Chair reported that the Scottish Community Councils’ website carries 
a report on the plaques already installed by MCC. Plaques to mark the former 
Murrayfield Station and Ravelston Garden are under consideration. The latter 
was due to be discussed at the Ravelston Garden residents’ association 
meeting that evening. 
P Gregson reported that after a favourable response from the Minister of 
Murrayfield Parish Church to a plaque to mark John Lennon’s association with 
Ormidale Terrace, the proposal was to be considered by the Kirk Session the 
same evening. D Dawson and P Gregson agreed to collaborate on possible 
wording for the plaque. 
13.2 D Dawson reported that his spreadsheet of local organisations had been 
uploaded to MCC’s website. Tommy McLean had sent him Corstorphine 
Community Service Partnership’s own extensive list of local organisations, 
which he would circulate. If appropriate, he proposed that it be added to MCC’s 
website. 
 

14. Any Other Competent Business 
The Chair reported that the garden at Redcroft, 23 Murrayfield Road, would 
again be open to the public as part of Scotland’s Gardens Scheme on 13 and 14 
May. MCC would help to publicise this. 
The Chair wondered whether there would be any events to mark the 
coronation of King Charles on 6 May. 
P Gregson asked whether Murrayfield Parish Church would be organising 
hustings for the by-election on 9 March. R Brown undertook to contact the 
Church office. 
 

15. Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday, 7 March 2023 online 
Subsequent meetings: 2 May (plus AGM), 27 June, 29 August, 3 October,  
7 November and 12 December 2023. Some of these may be in person. 
 

Minutes approved at meeting of 7 March 2023. 
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Schedule 1 
 
Responses received by email from Gordon McOmish, Senior Engineer, 
Flood Prevention, The City of Edinburgh Council, on 23 January 2023 

1. Can we close Baird Drive flood gate whenever a SEPA Flood Alert is 
issued?      It is not practical or appropriate to be closing gates for every 
alert issued, there can be dozens of SEPA Flood Alerts issued each year 
which are an early warning to be aware,. The SEPA Flood Warning is the 
call to take action, there has only been one Flood Warning issued since 
the scheme was completed and the flood gates were actioned on this 
occasion. 

2. Can the Pansy Walk flood barrier be reinstalled?       No, this barrier is 
no longer required. There is a flow path through the tunnel, however this is 
on the wet side of the floodwall and the scheme design takes this into 
account. 

3. Can the Council do anything about house insurance prices?     No, 
this is entirely up to insurance companies and they will ask how close a 
property is to water. The Government introduced the FloodRE initiative in 
2014 to assist home owners who find it difficult to get affordable insurance. 
Link to FloodRE website https://www.floodre.co.uk/ 

In addition to this, CEC can provide letters to home owners to confirm the 
level of protection that the flood scheme offers, this can in turn be passed 
to insurers, although not all insurance companies will take it into 
consideration. 

4. What are CEC doing to futureproof flood schemes?    The Water of 
Leith flood scheme has been constructed with an allowance for climate 
change and the model update completed in 2022 took account of the 
increases to the predictions. The latest guidance includes for 56% uplift for 
river flows and 40% for rainfall, which are the estimated predictions to 
2080. the current scheme is suitable for the 1:200 plus a 40% allowance, it 
does indicate there may be small areas of overtopping by 2080 if these 
predictions are correct. 

Stephen mentioned that there is a cost:benefit ratio applied to schemes, it 
is highly unlikely that the constructed schemes on the Water of Leith would 
attract any more government funding to enable defences to be increased. 

5. Can the reservoirs be lowered more?     This is already done as much 
as possible. There is a balance between having the reservoirs empty for 
flood storage, fishing and amenity commitments, and providing a 
consistent flow for the Water of Leith. The reservoirs are generally lower in 
the Winter, however a single day rain of rain can quickly raise the levels as 
we saw on 18th November. 

6. There was a comment about CEC staffing levels.   This will always be 
an issue with the local authority. The gate closure sequence already in 

https://www.floodre.co.uk/
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place takes account of the available staff within the current Flood 
Prevention Team. 

7. At the peak of the 30th December flow the water levels were at the 
bridge soffits.     The flood scheme is designed to take account of bridges 
surcharging on the upstream sides. 

  
I also had a list of bullet points prepared in advance of the meeting: 
  
Flood Team response following 30th December event: 
The flood scheme has done its job and protected from severe flooding. 
Despite these flows, we had minimal flooding incidents in Edinburgh – our 
response was a successful one and testament to the detailed preparatory 
work, and appropriate actions by our team on the ground on 30th December. 
  

 Flood Standby team on over holiday period. Generally we have 2 on, 
we had 6 out for this event, with 3 at Murrayfield and 3 at 
Stockbridge.   

 All flood gates are inspected and operated 3-monthly, last check at 
Murrayfield was 19th December. 

 Gates Closed: Ettrickdale and Haugh Street closed before 11.00am, 
Baird Drive closed at 11.20am 

 WOL Flows: 11am at 40 cumecs, 11.30am at 60 and peaked at 
12.30pm at 72cumecs. 

 Staff were in place at Murrayfield and Stockbridge ready to close 
flood gates if required. We have robust procedures in place for 
closing flood gates which includes consideration of the threshold 
trigger flows, river levels, upcoming weather forecast, time to erect 
gates, staff required to erect gates and their locations; it is not 
appropriate to close all gates with every flood alert from SEPA (note 
this is the lowest SEPA trigger level). 

 Trigger flows for closing gates were exceeded, Baird Drive flood gate 
starts to flood at 60 cumecs, Ice Rink car park is predicted to start 
flooding at 85 cumecs, Roseburn Park at 65 (this happened). 
However, we knew the rain had stopped and the river was about to 
peak. 

 Pansy Walk footpath and the footpath at Saughtonhall were flooded, 
these are on the wet side of flood defences, and this is designed to 
happen. People going through the flooded paths is by personal 
choice and the risks of this are very obvious. 

 Reservoirs at start of event: Threipmuir was around 2m down at 
start, rose by around 1.5m, Harperrig at 0.78m and rose to around 
0.5m 

 Reservoirs cannot be turned on and off, the flows from Pentlands 
generally take 4-5hrs to reach Roseburn. The recently updated 
hydraulic model shows roughly 50% of WOL flows come from runoff 
from the Bypass down the way. On the 30th the rapid rise in water 
levels was mainly due to intense rain across the west of the city. 
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Schedule 2 
 

MCC procedure for commenting on planning applications 
(including making submissions on planning cases before DMSC 
and DPEA) 

MCC nominates an elected or co-opted member to monitor planning 
applications within or affecting the MCC area, for example by 
reviewing the weekly Planning Lists and occasional email alerts from 
the public. The nominee normally takes responsibility for drafting 
notes of objection or other submissions, though this responsibility 
can be delegated to any other MCC member in particular cases. 

MCC does not, as a rule, make formal objection to applications for 
“householder” developments. Exceptionally, where broader issues 
arise, for example damage to the essential character of a 
Conservation Area or to the natural or built heritage of Murrayfield, 
whether or not protected by Conservation Area or Listed Building 
status, objection can be considered. 

Because of the usually tight deadlines for submissions, it is seldom 
possible to discuss detailed drafts in regular MCC meetings. Instead, 
the nominee or delegate circulates by email a draft (labelled as such) 
for review by all MCC members, inviting and setting a date for receipt 
of comments and suggested changes. Reviewers who do not respond 
by the date set by the nominee or delegate are presumed to approve 
the draft as written. 

If responses received indicate no consensus within MCC for objecting 
to a particular application, no further action is taken. Otherwise, if 
any suggested changes are substantive and if time permits, a revised 
draft is recirculated for approval. If only minor changes in wording or 
no changes are suggested, the nominee or delegate puts the draft in 
final form and submits it, on behalf of MCC, by the published 
deadline. 

At the next MCC meeting, the nominee or delegate reports any 
submission made, so that it is duly minuted. 

 

Approved and adopted at MCC Ordinary meeting on 24 January 2023 

 
 

 


