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Donaldson Area Amenity Association Newsletter  

Winter 2017 

  
 

Welcome to the Winter edition of the DAAA newsletter.  
 
The last quarter has seen a number of important consultations issued by the City 
Council.  One of particular significance is the consultation on future school 
catchment areas. The Council expect the population of west and south west 
Edinburgh to grow in the next few years and as a consequence believe there is 
not enough space within the existing schools for the extra pupils.  Of specific 
relevance for this area is the proposal that the secondary school for Roseburn 
Primary would change from Craigmount High to Tynecastle High from August 
2019. This is causing disquiet in the community and, if you oppose this proposal, 
you are encouraged both to reply to the consultation and write to our Councillors 
to express your concern.  More details are given below under “Notices”.   
 
 
Next Year’s AGM will be held on 24 April 2018.  Following positive feedback on 
the Apex Hotel Haymarket as a venue, we have decided to use it again for 2018. 
Please put this date in your diaries. 
 
 
Proposed Student Housing – Haymarket Yards 
 
The last Newsletter reported that the DAAA Committee had submitted its concerns 
over this proposed development, both to the Council and our Councillors. As a 
consequence Cllr. Claire Miller spent half an hour walking the site and hearing of 
residents’ concerns, after which she asked for an official visit.  Whether in 
response to this request or for other reasons, the Council’s Development 
Management Sub-Committee visited the site on 2 November.  The convention is 
that representations by interested parties cannot be made to members of that 
Committee during site visits, so although representatives of the DAAA and the 
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West End Community Council were present, there was no opportunity to re-iterate 
the DAAA’s concerns.   
 
The development was subsequently given the go-ahead at the Development 
Management Sub-Committee meeting on 8 November. Local resident privacy was 
not raised and we understand that parking concerns cannot be used to object to a 
development. However cycle spaces will now be provided for all flats - the original 
application proposed far fewer places - and there will be NO access to Devon 
Place from the development.  This latter point is to be welcomed, although we 
understand this has arisen not due to our own concerns but because the 
connecting land is owned by a third party.  The updated Design and Access 
Statement (14/07/2017) does say “A pass gate will be provided on the North-West 
and South-West boundary for future pedestrian / cyclist access to Haymarket 
Yards and Devon Place”.  As such the question of access may change in the future 
if an agreement is reached between the two owners. We now await the 
construction of the building to see what visual impact it will have.  For interest we 
attach below a further “view” of the site that has recently been provided. 
 
Overall this has been very unsatisfactory as we would have expected more support 
from our Councillors, although Claire Miller came to the above-mentioned site 
meeting with ourselves.  Also Jo Mowat indicated that she was familiar with the 
site but, being on the Planning Committee, could not comment.  
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Devon Place Re-instatement 
 
The saga continues.  Some progress has been made, with work on the setts now 
completed.  However it was suggested subsequently that the setts may have been 
“sealed” in place with concrete which, not being flexible, can lead to the surface 
cracking or disintegrating when subjected to high or heavy use. We understand 
that setts are normally grouted with a cement based non-shrinking grout to provide 
a weather resistant seal and structural bond. 
 
We have no technical expertise in this area so have requested that a Council 
official check, or confirm that the position has already been checked, that the repair 
work has been done to the standard expected.  This was raised a number of weeks 
ago but we have yet to receive a reply.  We also await an update on when to expect 
work to begin on the other areas of Devon Place which were damaged or had setts 
lifted.   
 
 
Cycle Track Proposals  
 
In the last Newsletter we reported that “the Council are not looking to make any 
significant changes to their plans in advance of issuing a draft Traffic Regulation 
Order (TRO) for consultation in the new year, so the scope for addressing the 
Donaldson’s issue seems limited”.  However this turned out not to be the case. 
 
In late September, Council officials circulated a proposed revision for traffic 
management in our area.  It proposed preventing cars leaving our area from 
Stanhope Street and routing all such traffic via Devon Place.  Even though this 
would have a major impact on our residents, neither the DAAA nor Murrayfield 
Community Council (MCC) were formally consulted on these proposals. 
 
The DAAA conducted a campaign to raise awareness of these major proposals 
that would prevent us leaving our area by the most commonly used route; we also 
highlighted the unacceptable way these changes had been proposed without 
engagement with the community. Council officials subsequently withdrew their 
proposals on 9 October and confirmed that this would not feature in the 
forthcoming TRO. 
 
Our thanks go to members of our community who wrote to our elected officials 
expressing their concern, the Councillors that supported our case – Jo Mowat and 
(our former Councillor and now) Lord Provost Frank Ross deserve particular 
recognition for being proactive – and to John Yellowlees, Chair of the MCC who 
expressed his concerns to the Council officials involved. Some credit must also be 
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given to the Council officials who, having proposed such a major change without 
proper consultation, were quick to withdraw it when faced with such concerns. 
 
 
“Public Realm” Developments 
 
With such issues arising it is easy to overlook the fact that, alongside the road 
changes to accommodate new cycle routes, there is a related Council initiative to 
improve some of our public spaces.  Discussions have been ongoing with local 
interest groups on how the “public realm” around Roseburn might be improved.  A 
consultation with MCC and members of the public took place on 10 October, and 
pupils in Roseburn Primary also spend a day feeding their thoughts into the 
process. 
 
Although outwith our area, the DAAA takes an interest in such issues.  For that 
reason we asked if there are any proposals for improving the area outside the Apex 
Haymarket Hotel at Magdala Crescent, and were advised that this is under 
consideration.  We have also asked to be copied in to consultations/proposals on 
this and any others marginally outwith our area so that we might feed in our views.  
We have also noted that there is a considerable expanse of pavement on the north 
side of the road opposite the new bathroom showroom, and asked if there are any 
proposals for improvement there. 
 
The Council also issue regular updates on progress on the City Centre West to 
East Cycle Link and Street Improvements that can be found on their website.  Both 
the proposed road changes and these environmental improvements will not be 
implemented until 2019 at the earliest. 
  
 
Planning Issues 
 
With other major issues requiring attention, we are grateful that there have been 
no planning applications specifically in our area. However more generally – 
 

• The closure of Haymarket Terrace to eastbound traffic has commenced and 
is planned to be in place until April next year.  Let us hope that Scottish Water 
do not experience any delays to their work. 

 

• The Edinburgh Evening News ran a story on 31 October suggesting a lack 
of activity at the Haymarket Development on Morrison Street.  This £200m 
project had previously been hit by delays due to the strengthening of 
underground tunnels – 85,000 tons of earth were removed to “lighten the 
load” over the Haymarket Tunnel, involving 80,000 man hours of activity -  

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/download/2223/project_updates_for_ccwel
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and changes to the plans were also submitted to the Council earlier in 
October. At a public exhibition held on 30th November in the Hilton 
Grosvenor Hotel, the revised plans were unveiled. The main change was 
that one building had been split into two, with an access road in-between. 
Other than that, the changes were fairly minor. The developer is hoping to 
commence building next summer, and has set 2020 as a target date to finish 
the first buildings which will accommodate Sainsbury's, Staycity Aparthotels 
and the Premier Inn. You can see the detail of the proposed changes by 
accessing the public consultation link. 

 

• We understand that Osborne House may have been sold to a property 
developer.  If this is the case then major alteration to, or demolition of, the 
building would presumably be required.  We will watch out for any related 
planning applications. 

 
 
Roseburn Park issues 

 

• The play park located at the south end of the park's centre path is due to be 
relocated to near the east entrance of the park. The resulting empty site, 
which now lies outside the flood wall, can be re-used. The Council say they 
will not put children's play equipment there, so Friends of Roseburn Park are 
seeking views on what should it be used for.   It is overlooked by trees and 
Murrayfield Stadium so does not get large quantities of sunshine.  At the time 
of writing a questionnaire to submit your views is still live on their website. 

 

• The Roseburn Park flood prevention works have now finished.  Coming in 
on time and on budget, the Council is to be congratulated on this 
achievement. 

 
 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
 

You may know about the above EU legislation that will replace the Data Protection 
Act. It comes into effect in May 2018 and will apply in the UK, even although we 
are leaving the EU. Its main purpose is to protect the privacy of individuals’ data 
and harmonise the data privacy laws across Europe. 

 
There is no lower limit to the size of organisation that must comply with this new 
legislation, and it therefore applies to our small Association. To ensure compliance, 
we are currently reviewing our procedures. This will mean that when we receive 
your subscriptions next year, we will be setting up a membership form that will 
seek your approval to allow us to email you newsletters etc, give you the option 

http://cdn1.modulepreview.co.uk/assets/files/Public%20Consultation%2030_11_17_FINAL_low%20size.pdf
https://goo.gl/forms/vjoBtPdjGq0DX3il1
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not to receive information and advise you that your data will not be shared with 3rd 
parties.  Your cooperation in completing and signing the renewal form will be much 
appreciated. 
 
 
Notices 
 

• As advised in the introduction, the Council are reviewing all schools in 
Edinburgh and are starting with those in the west and south west, where they 
expect the pupil population to grow in the next few years and as a 
consequence have insufficient space for the extra pupils.  They estimate that 
by 2026 we could have an extra 

 
• 800 primary and 500 secondary pupils in west Edinburgh, where 4,000 

new homes are proposed, including sites at Maybury and Cammo. 
• 125 primary and 77 secondary pupils in south west Edinburgh, where 

700 new homes are proposed. 
 

A key proposal is that Tynecastle High’s catchment area would expand to 
include the catchment area of Roseburn Primary, with pupils from Roseburn 
Primary going to Tynecastle High from August 2019, rather than Craigmount 
High.  You can access the proposals, and submit your views on them, at the 
Council’s Schools Review Webpage. 

 

• The Council’s Transport and Environment Committee have asked officials to 
consult with residents and businesses on a proposal to apply a surcharge on 
parking permits issued to owners of diesel vehicles. The stated aim is to 
consider how the Council can tackle pollution, enhance air quality and 
improve the health of people living and working in Edinburgh, and not to 
increase the £3.456m paid in 2016-17 by residents and businesses for 
permits ( a full list of Council parking income is on the Council Website).  In 
the opinion of the DAAA Committee the questionnaire is poorly constructed 
and fails to distinguish between newer diesel engines and older higher 
polluting diesel and petrol models.  It also fails to consider the impact on air 
quality arising from wider Council policy such as causing additional 
congestion by reducing the lanes for polluting traffic (to facilitate the new 
cycle lanes). It is important that you have your say.  The online questionnaire 
can be found here and is open until 28 January 2018. 

 

• The Council wishes to consult residents on its budget proposals for 2018-19. 
A leaflet setting out the issues can be found on the Council Website and the 
link to the online questionnaire where you can express your views is here.  
Note: The consultation closes on 18 December. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20263/edinburgh_schools_review/1660/west_and_south_west_schools_review
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20016/roads_travel_and_parking/994/parking_income
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/sfc/parking-permit-diesel-surcharge/
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/ce/2018-19-council-budget-engagement/user_uploads/17.121_budget_engagement_leaflet_online.pdf
https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/ce/2018-19-council-budget-engagement/
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• From 8 January to 9 February young people aged 11 – 25 in Edinburgh will 
be able to cast their votes for services and projects designed specifically for 
them.  They will be able to vote primarily on the Young Scot Website using 
their Young Scot card; new cards can be applied for through their school or 
local Council Library, with mislaid ones replaced at any Council Library. 
Information on the benefits of having a card and how to apply can be found 
at the Young Scot Website. 

 
Finally, the DAAA Committee would like to thank neighbours for their 
support during 2017 and wish them a merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year! 
 

Contacts  

 

Councillors 

Karen Doran – karen.doran@edinburgh.gov.uk  

Claire Miller - claire.hi.miller@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Joanna Mowat – joanna.mowat@edinburgh.gov.uk  

Alasdair Rankin – alasdair.rankin@edinburgh.gov.uk  

 

MP  

Christine Jardine - christine.jardine.mp@parliament.uk 
 

MSP 

Ruth Davidson - Ruth.Davidson.msp@parliament.scot 
 

DAAA Committee Members  

Michael Stevens (Chair), 7 Pembroke Place  

Ron Smith (Vice Chair), 7d Devon Place                                       

Liz East (Treasurer), 5 Stanhope Place  

Karen Cullen (Secretary), 60/6 Balbirnie Place            

Bev Donald, 7f Devon Place  

Jeff Raynor, 17 West Catherine Place  

Tam Linden, 11 West Catherine Place 

Janice Anderson, 17 Devon Place 

 
 

 

 

You have received this newsletter because you are a member of the Donaldson Area Amenity Association and have provided 

your email address so that we may contact you.  If you would not wish to be contacted by email please let us know. 

 

https://young.scot/information/lifestyle/7-ways-you-can-use-your-young-scot-card/
mailto:claire.hi.miller@edinburgh.gov.uk
mailto:christine.jardine.mp@parliament.uk
mailto:Ruth.Davidson.msp@parliament.scot
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